SAFETY DRILLS –
When it comes to safety in schools today, many schools are not only implementing fire, tornado, and
earthquake drills but lockdown drills as well. Lockdown drills are a set of procedures designed to have the
occupants in a building familiarize themselves with ways to protect themselves against an internal threat,
such as an armed intruder.
In general, school lockdown drills involve teaching children and adults how to hide and/or barricade
themselves in classrooms to protect themselves. We formerly referred to Lockdown drills as Code Red.
However, we are now standardizing our Codes and using the Standard Response Protocols of Lockout,
Lockdown, Evacuate, and Shelter. Each of these are described on the information flyer on the back of this
page.
The Munster Police Department participates in these drills so they can familiarize themselves with the
building and the procedures. We appreciate the support of the MPD.

What Parents Can Do About School Safety
Some of the questions parents have about school safety may include how school lockdown drills are
implemented, what other plans are in place to help kids stay safe, and how to handle kids’ questions or
anxiety about school safety. Here are some ways parents can assess how prepared their child’s school is for
an emergency.


Learn about the school safety drills that are being conducted in your child’s school. Please see
below for information about other drills in the school.



Find out what your child knows about lockdown drills. Ask your child if she knows what these
drills are and ask her if she knows what to do in the event of an emergency like a dangerous
intruder.



Reassure your child that these drills, like fire drills, are just to practice how to stay safe in the
extremely unlikely event that someone dangerous enters the school. If participating in school
lockdown drills triggers any anxiety in your child about scary news events like the Sandy Hook
shootings, talk to your child to find out what he/she’s thinking, what he/she thinks she knows, and
what he/she’s afraid of or worried about. Young children often have lots of misconceptions about
things they see and hear, so you may need to clear up any confusion your child may have about
school shootings or lockdown drills.

If have any questions regarding safety drills, please contact myself or Officer Ghrist for more information.
Today, our students practiced their first Lockdown Drill of the year! It was very successful and our
students did a great job!

